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R an oval of the English Future T ense
—— Through CognitiveM etaphor

WANG H e-yu
(School of Foreign Languages Guangdong Un wersity of Technobgy Guangzhou, Guangdong 510090 P R. China)

Abstract The traditbnal granm ar defnes English tense system as three-fold ( past present future), hence fails

to explan the frequent conflicts between the defnition and its actual usage lke “ the present tense san etines ex

presses events in he future”. When enployng the concept ofmetaphor in cognitve granm ar we analyze reasons

and sgnificance of ramoving the so-called English future tense A cually

the English present tens¢ and sanemo-

dal veibs like will/shall through the process ofm etaphorization /granm aticalization, can effectvely express all he

fiture actbns and states

Key words English future tens¢ metaphor gramm aticalization
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