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Syntax of the Evaluative “NP + V-gilai + AP” Construction
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( Guangdong University of Technology Guangzhou 510006 China;

Guangdong University of Foreign Studies Guangzhou 510420 China)

Based upon the minimalist proposal that thetafeatures need to be checked in syntactic computation and the sideward move—

ment hypothesis whereby a given constituent is copied and moves from a syntactic object K to another independent syntactic object

L the evaluative “NP + V-gilai + AP” construction is analyzed as a complex predicate consisting of the adjunct of “NP + V-

qilai” and the matrix predicate “NP + AP”. Specifically

“Vgilai”

as an independent predicate projects into vP1/APPLP. At

the end of derivation of vP1/APPLP the internal/external /applicative argument of “V-gilai” sideward moves to vP2. After vP1

as an adjunct merges with vP2

the complex , » NP, ,» Vilai AP

Key words: the evaluative “V-gilai” construction; sideward movement; adjunct

superficial Mandarin construction.
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