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Metaphorization of English Present Tense

WANG He-yu
(Faculty of Foreign Languages, Guangdong University of Technology, Guangzhou 510090, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: The traditional grammar defines English tense system merely through the perspective of time, hence fails

to explain the frequent conflicts between the definition and its actual usage like “the present tense sometimes ex-

presses events in the past or future”. When employing the concept of metaphor in cognitive grammar, we investigate

the process of metaphorization of English present tense and present a more flexible and open understanding of it.
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